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PRESIDENTS’ DAY

HON. STENY HOYER
OF MARYLAND

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 12, 1999

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, this long week-
end millions of children will have a day off
from school—and many of their parents will
have a day off from work.

How many children, and how many of their
parents will pause over this long weekend to
reflect on the two great Presidents whose
birthdays we will celebrate?

George Washington translated a fragile, un-
tested document—our Constitution—into a
working system of government in which no
branch appropriated unto itself powers beyond
what the framers of our Constitution envis-
aged.

Where George Washington could easily
have chosen to be a monarch or a despot un-
accountable to no one but himself, he, in-
stead, devoted his twin terms as President to
putting into practice the ideals of the American
Revolution.

President Washington never lost sight of a
basic tenant of the Revolution that Govern-
ment’s power ultimately resides in the people,
and that public officials are the servants of the
public.

Assuming office at a time of great peril and
uncertainty, President Washington returned to
Mount Vernon eight years later having proven
through his example of restraint and leader-
ship that the great American experiment had
succeeded.

But unfortunately, seven decades later, our
country was wracked by division, anger and,
eventually, a bitter civil war. The American ex-
periment was suddenly imperiled.

At times of great crisis, the American people
have had the genius of entrusting the Nation’s
fate to great leaders.

Abraham Lincoln, by navigating our country
through the crucible of civil war, preserved the
nation and extended Washington’s vision of
the American experiment. By bringing those
previously enslaved under the protection of
the Constitution and Bill of Rights, Lincoln pro-
moted the concept that for democratic govern-
ment to truly succeed, all Americans must be
able to participate. Just last week we under-
scored the significance of full citizen participa-
tion by commemorating the 35th anniversary
of the ratification of the 24th Amendment to
the Constitution, which finally put an end to
the poll tax.

President Lincoln himself so eloquently de-
scribed the American experiment as a ‘‘gov-
ernment of the people, by the people, for the
people’’.

On this holiday weekend, I urge all Ameri-
cans to reflect on the wisdom, courage and
leadership of Presidents Washington and Lin-
coln.

TRIBUTE TO WILLIAM FRIED-
LANDER, A GREAT LIVING CIN-
CINNATIAN

HON. ROB PORTMAN
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 12, 1999

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to William Friedlander, a friend and
community leader, who will be honored as a
Great Living Cincinnatian on February 19,
1999 by the Greater Cincinnati Chamber of
Commerce. He was selected based on his vol-
unteer activities, business and civic accom-
plishments, awareness of the needs of others,
and achievements that have brought favorable
attention to the Cincinnati area. Bill has en-
riched the lives of all Greater Cincinnatians
through his dedication, leadership, and love
for our community.

Bill graduated from Walnut Hills High School
and Amherst College. After serving 2 years in
the Army, he attended Harvard Business
School. He began his career at Bartlett &
Company in 1957, rising to the position of
Chairman. Bill is known for his tireless volun-
teer work and fundraising for local organiza-
tions. He served on the boards of Jewish Hos-
pital and the Greater Cincinnati Foundation,
where he served as both a board member and
the Volunteer Director. During his very suc-
cessful tenure at the Foundation, assets grew
from $40 million to $140 million

Bill has been especially active in the arts,
serving as a board member for the Cincinnati
Association for the Arts. He and his wife,
Susan, also chaired the Cincinnati Symphony
Orchestra’s Second Century Fund, raising $37
million—thought to be the largest amount ever
raised for an arts organization in Greater Cin-
cinnati. All of us in Cincinnati are grateful for
his commitment to our community.
f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 12, 1999

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr. Speaker,
during rollcall vote No. 12, (H.R. 440), I was
unavoidably detained. Had I been present, I
would have voted ‘‘yea.’’
f

GOOD FRIDAY AGREEMENT IN
PERIL

SPEECH OF

HON. VITO FOSSELLA
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 11, 1999

Mr. FOSSELLA. Mr. Speaker, I stand here
today as an American of Irish descent and as

a Representative from Staten Island and
Brooklyn, New York which is the home of
many Irish Americans. I am very happy to see
that the peace process in Ireland has pro-
gressed to the point we are at now—nearing
the one year anniversary of the Good Friday
agreement. It is a significant accomplishment
that the violence has ended, that those who
wish to further violence are not in power and
are no longer winning their battle.

Last fall, I had the opportunity to travel to
Ireland and to see the wonderful country from
which my descendants came. I was able to
meet with leaders from both sides and to wit-
ness for myself what the toll that violence has
taken on this beautiful country. Now is a time
to work together, to rebuild, to look towards a
future with a peaceful Ireland. We must en-
sure that peace in Northern Ireland becomes
a long-term, irreversible reality and the almost
year old Good Friday agreement remains en-
forced.

In closing, I would like to commend Con-
gressman WALSH from New York on his lead-
ership on this issue and to thank him for giv-
ing me the opportunity to speak today.
f

APPRECIATION TO THE TRIDENT
FOUNDATION

HON. MAC COLLINS
OF GEORGIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 12, 1999

Mr. COLLINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
acknowledge and thank the Colorado-based
Trident Foundation for its tireless work in com-
munities across the United States. The Trident
Foundation is a network of highly skilled men
and women from around the world, who come
together as volunteers, bringing specialized
equipment and the latest technology to offer
water recovery support.

Recently, that commitment brought the
group to Columbus, Georgia, to solve an un-
successful three month search for the body of
14-year-old Kelvin Moreland. Kelvin, a resident
of the Carpenter’s Way Ranch, a Cataula
home for boys who cannot live with their natu-
ral families, drowned while on a supervised
outing.

The Trident Foundation’s recovery of Kel-
vin’s body provided the community needed
closure with use of specialized sonar equip-
ment and its team of volunteers from law en-
forcement agencies, fire departments, the
medical profession, the U.S. Navy, and tech-
nical and scientific diving fields. Although their
operations generally cost about $50,000 a
day, the group provides the services free of
charge. In addition, services for the divers
were provided by area companies.

Kelvin’s body could not have been found
and properly buried if not for the efforts of the
Trident Foundation and local organizations. I
commend their commitment and service to
Columbus and other communities across our
nation. Their work has allowed Columbus and
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